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Doctorate in Clinical Psychology

Thesis Research Proposal
(For Methodological Review Only)
This form is for methodological review of projects that are not being submitted as assessed work for Research 1. (e.g. where a trainee has already received a pass mark for Research 1, but subsequently changed the intended thesis project)
The form will be reviewed by a member of the academic team and will receive feedback including an evaluation of the viability of the project and any recommended adjustments. Significant concerns about viability will be flagged to the Programme Director and Research Director and a decision made about whether the project can proceed in its current form.
We expect 2-3 pages A4 for sections 1-8
	Trainee Name

	


	Provisional Thesis Title

	


	Proposed Setting

	


	Allocated Thesis Project Supervisors

	Clinical
	

	Academic 1
	

	Academic 2
	

	Others Involved
	


	Anticipated Month / Year of Submission

(Usually May of final year)

	


	Date Form Submitted / Version

	


Please Note: Whilst this is not an ethics review process, where questions have some similarities to questions contained in the NHS IRAS Research Ethics form, the corresponding IRAS question numbers are given in parentheses. This is intended to facilitate completion of NHS ethics where such approval is needed. 

	Section 1: Introduction

	Provide a brief overview of the rationale and scientific justification for the research

500 words maximum
Relevant to IRAS A12

	


	Section 2: Research Questions / Objectives

	What are the principal and secondary research questions / objectives?
IRAS A10

	


	Section 3: Methodology

	Give a summary of your design and methodology

This should be clear enough for reader to know what will happen at each stage of the project. Include principal inclusion and exclusion criteria and how data will be collected or identified. 
IRAS A13

	


	Section 4: Sample Size

	 What sample size is needed for the research and how did you determine this?

For quantitative projects, outline the relevant Power calculations and the rationale for assuming given effect sizes. For qualitative projects, outline your reasoning for assuming that this sample size will be sufficient to address the study’s aims. If data is to be collected outline reasons for your confidence in being able to achieve a sample of at least this size. 
IRAS A59 and IRAS A60

	


	Section 5: Analysis

	Describe the methods of analysis (statistical or other appropriate methods, e.g. for qualitative methods) by which the data will be evaluated to meet the study objectives

IRAS A62

	


	Section 6: Project Management / Timetable

	 Outline a timetable for completion of key stages of the project

E.g. ethics submission, start and end of data collection, data analysis

	


	Section 7: Management of Risks to Project

	Please summarise the main potential risks to your study, perceived likelihood of occurrence of these risks, and how you will respond to identified risks if they should occur (you do not need to repeat  information provided in section 4).

	


	Section 8:  Are the any potential costs for the project?

Outline any potential financial costs to the project and justify why these are necessary; including how costs will be met. Please separate these into potential costs for the University and potential costs for your NHS Board. You should ask your NHS Board to meet stationery, printing, postage and travel costs.

	


	Section 9: Confirmation of Supervisors’ Approval

	“I confirm that both my Academic and Clinical Thesis Supervisors have seen and approved this research proposal and have both completed the supervisors’ appraisal forms below.”

Delete as appropriate

	Yes
	No


Appendix 1

Main Academic Supervisor’s Appraisal of Project Risk
	Supervisor’s Name

	


	Date

	


	Do you consider that the project should proceed in broadly its current form?

Delete as appropriate

	Yes
	Yes, subject to the revisions outlined below
	No


	Outline the reasons for the above response

Highlight any areas of risk to the completion of the project that have not been fully addressed within the proposal and any steps that could be taken to reduce risks
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